A Gold Dredger's Primer
to Survival in a Shrinking World




This booklet is not about dredging for gold, it is about the future of gold dredging:
WILL THERE BE ONE?

The answer may lie in our individual and collective ability to respond to our changing
world.

Key Ingredients:

® Political and environmental awareness
e Compatible practices
o Public relations: Public AND Peer education

Though the discussion within is focused on the Trinity River Basin, suggestions for
compatible practices are relevant to all California waterways. Local conditions will require
different priorities; obtaining the support of your local community and local agencies is
always the first and most important step. Nurture local support.
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From a human perspective, the world IS shrinking.
The combined pressures of technology and population
create an expanding appetite for a shrinking resource base.

As competing interests jockey for political correctness, will
gold dredgers survive the multiple use battles? Surely every
other user group has more registered voters and better
financed lobbyists than small-scale independent miners.

Gold dredgers are perhaps in a unique position of being able to mitigate some of the
adverse impacts of other human activities. Removing toxic heavy metals is one example.
Every dredger removes pounds and pounds of submerged lead from lost fishing weights
and gun shot every season. Many dredgers recover quantities of mercury lost from historic
mining operations.

Especially on the popular white water rivers of the Motherlode, dredgers remove
unbelievable amounts of submerged debris, the legacy of the hundreds of thousands of
annual white water enthusiasts.

But most importantly, dredging can clean and stratify the cemented gravels

ever present throughout the extensive system of dams and diversions of

California's rivers. Providing clean, loose gravels improves salmonid

spawning and rearing habitat, and the habitat of the bottom dwelling

invertebrates on which they feed. Current dredge operations release the

impacted fines from the cobble substrate, depositing it as a surface layer
which can be quickly mobilized by high flows. With minor modification,
standard dredging equipment can be used to separate and transport the fine
sediment out of the flood plain.

The Trinity River Basin Fish & Wildlife
Restoration Task Force has acknowledged
that potential benefits to fish habitat can
result from compatible dredge practices.
They have made a commitment to encourage
miner education and cooperation as an
alternative to more restrictive regulation.
This is our opportunity to be part of the solution, to put
our best foot forward, and secure our niche in the
stewardship of our public lands.




















































